has laid before the French Academy an essay on the action which sulphate of soda has upon the cornea. In the course 
Poisons of the Spreading Diseases?1-A pamphlet which has just been written by Dr Curious effect of Arsenic?Ilerr Cunze, who lias been making experiments with arsenic on animals, states that if an animal be killed shortly after the administration of a dose of arsenite of soda, the heart will beat for a much longer time than usual. Arsenic is known to possess a peculiai'ly preservative action on dead tissues ; but Herr Cunze extends this influence to living bodies, and states-that the reason why the heart beats in the case referred to is that the arsenic has prevented the waste of the tissues, and thereby has prevented the loss of their vitality.
Development of Muscular Fibre-?Herr Eckhard's recent enquiries fully bear out the views of Huxley on the subject of the development of muscular fibre. Our readers will remember that Huxley distinctly pointed out in the notes to his translation of Kolliker's Manual of Histology that the striated muscular fibre is not developed from cells, but from the modified periplast or inter-cellular substance. Herr Eckliard'so bservations on the development of the heart of the chick put the matter beyond all question. They shew that at no period can cells be seen, but that here, as in the muscle of the skeleton, the earliest stage is a nucleated blastema which rhythmically contracts before fibres make their appearance, the fibres in all cases appearing to bo developed exclusively from the inter-nuclear matter.
The preparation of Tissues for Microscopic Examination-?
Herr Cohnheim has called attention to the fact that chloride of gold is an extremely useful re-agent in histological investigations. Tissues which have been some time soaked in it and afterwards exposed to light, are found to exhibit parts, such as nerve-fibres, connective tissue, corpuscles, and s* forth, much more distinctly than when in the normal condition ; these parts being stained of a violet tint, while the surrounding parts remain uncoloured. The fresh tissue should be covered with a little of a solution of about 1 per cent, of chloride of gold in distilled water, and allowed to stand till it has a straw-yellow colour. It must then be washed and placed in very dilute acetic acid. In the course of a few hours the above-mentioned color will develope itself.
Topical effects of the Calabar Beau?In the last number of the Journal of Anatomy, there is an excellent paperon the physiological action of the Calabar bean, by Dr. Eraser. He goes very fully into the whole subject, and adduces a large amount of experimental evidence in support of his conclusions. The following appear to be the topical effects of this drug :?(1) When applied to the surface of a frog's brain, no effect is produced ; but when the poison is brought in contact with the spinal cord, a few twitches occur in the extremities, followed by paralysis of the portion of the cord acted upon. (2) "When it is applied to a mixed nerve-trunk in a concentrated form, and with proper precautions to prevent absorption, the afferent nervefibres are first paralysed and afterwards the efferent. (3) Topical application destroys the contractility of striped and of unstriped muscular fibre. Application to the pericardium stops the heart's action, paralysis follows its injection into the chambei's of the heart. (4) The effects of the application of Calabar bean to the eyeball are a somewhat painful sensation of tension in the ciliary region, contraction of the pupil, myopia and astigmatism, congestion of the conjunctival vessels, pain in the supra-orbital region, and twitches of the orbicularis palpebrarum muscle. 
